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(57) ABSTRACT

A heat exchanger is provided for a motor vehicle air-
conditioning system with an inner tube and with an outer
tube, which at least in regions encloses the inner tube in the
region of a line portion subject to forming an intermediate
space in tube longitudinal direction through which a heat
exchanger medium can flow. The intermediate space at least
in portions is subdivided into at least three flow channels
with at least three webs running in tube longitudinal direc-
tion, which open into a distribution or manifold space
formed through radial expansion of the outer tube, in which
the webs compared with the line portion have a smaller
extension in radial direction.

19 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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INTERNAL HEAT EXCHANGER FOR A
MOTOR VEHICLE AIR-CONDITIONING
SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to German Patent Appli-
cation No. 10 2012 022 363 .3, filed Nov. 15, 2012, which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The technical field relates to a heat exchanger for a motor
vehicle air-conditioning system, which is designed in par-
ticular as an internal heat exchanger for increasing the
efficiency of the air-conditioning system.

BACKGROUND

To increase the output and efficiency of motor vehicle
air-conditioning systems, air-conditioning system-internal
heat exchangers, so-called internal heat exchangers (IHX)
are known, which thermally couple a section of the refrig-
erant circuit running between evaporator and compressor to
a section of the refrigerant circuit running between con-
denser and expansion valve. In this way, the relatively cold
refrigerant flowing from the evaporator to the compressor
can be employed for pre-cooling or super-cooling of the
comparatively warm refrigerant fed to the expansion device
on the high-pressure side of the refrigerant circuit.

For optimizing the mode of operation of such heat
exchangers in the refrigerant circuit, the geometrical dimen-
sions and shapes of the tubes are important. In an existing
vehicle package, which hardly offers any room for the
individual adaptation or changing of the outer contour or
outer geometry of the heat exchanger, it is relatively difficult
to adapt such heat exchangers to given requirements indi-
vidually, for example vehicle type-specifically, with regard
to their heat exchanger capacity.

Internal heat exchangers can furthermore be designed as
coaxial tube heat exchangers. Here, at least one inner tube is
completely enclosed by an outer tube in circumferential
direction. In the interior space of the inner tube and in the
intermediate space between inner and outer tube, an
exchange of thermal energy between the heat exchanger
medium which in each case flows in the opposite flow
direction can then take place. For connecting coaxial tube
heat exchangers into the refrigerant circuit of an air-condi-
tioning system it is necessary to lead the inner tube through
the outer tube or provide a suitable connection for the outer
tube surrounding the inner tube.

EP 1 101 638 A1, for example, describes a tube arrange-
ment with at least one connector. The connector in this case
has a cylindrical shape with a cavity and a first passage
through a first longitudinal end. The inner tube in this case
extends through the first passage and through the cavity. The
connector furthermore contains a radially expanded opening
at an end of the cavity in order to receive an outer tube. Here,
the outer tube is connected to the connector via a press fit.

Providing a separate connector on the one hand increases
the number of components for an internal heat exchanger.
On the other hand, the manufacturing and assembly process
for such connection solutions becomes comparatively com-
plex. Since the tubes during the operation of the heat
exchanger later on are supplied with a pressurized heat

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

exchanger medium, a fluid-tight, pressure-stable and durable
connection of the individual components has to be ensured.

In view of the foregoing, at least one object is to provide
an improved internal heat exchanger for a motor vehicle
air-conditioning system that can be produced particularly
efficiently, cost-effectively and simply. At least another
object is to provide a component reduction and by a possible
weight minimization and a long lifespan as well as a good
thermal load capacity. In addition, other objects, desirable
features and characteristics will become apparent from the
subsequent summary and detailed description, and the
appended claims, taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings and this background.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, a heat exchanger is provided for a motor
vehicle air-conditioning system, which comprises an inner
tube and an outer tube. The outer tube at least in portions
encloses the inner tube subject to forming at least one
intermediate space in tube longitudinal direction (z) through
which a heat exchanger medium can flow. In tube circum-
ferential direction (u), the outer tube by contrast surrounds
the inner tube completely. The intermediate space formed by
outer tube and inner tube is approximately annular in the
cross-sectional shape and can be penetrated by one or by a
plurality of webs, which radially extend between inner tube
and outer tube.

Here it is provided that the intermediate space between
inner tube and outer tube in the region of a line portion of
the outer tube is at least in portions subdivided into at least
three flow channels with at least three webs running in tube
longitudinal direction, which open into a distribution or
manifold space formed through radial expansion of the outer
tube. In the distribution or manifold space, the webs have a
radial extension which is smaller compared with the line
portion adjoining in longitudinal direction. However, the
webs are nevertheless present in the distribution or manifold
space and preferably extend continuously from the line
portion into the radially expanded distribution or manifold
portion of the outer tube adjoining thereon.

In that the outer tube is radially expanded towards the
outside in the region of the distribution or manifold space,
a heat exchanger medium fed to the heat exchanger can be
distributed in the region of the heat exchanger portion about
the inner tube acting as distribution space and consequently
in circumferential direction (u) over the adjoining flow
channels formed by the webs. Advantageously and prefer-
ably a corresponding radial expansion of the outer tube is
provided at a longitudinal end of the heat exchanger located
opposite, which will then act as a manifold space for the heat
exchanger medium flowing out of the flow channels.

The radial expansion of the outer tube for forming a
manifold space makes possible a fluidic joining of the heat
exchanger medium downstream of the flow channels in
order to feed the heat exchanger medium into the refrigerant
circuit of the internal heat exchanger for example via a
single drain or outlet.

Here it is provided that the at least one distribution or
manifold space formed through radial expansion of the outer
tube is provided with webs, which adjoining the distribution
or manifold space, namely in the region of the line portion,
form individual flow channels in the intermediate space
between inner tube and outer tube. The providing or pres-
ence of the at least three webs in the region of the distribu-
tion or manifold space appears to be disadvantageous for a
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distribution or manifold function of the radially expanded
region of the outer tube upon superficial consideration.

By reducing the radial extension of the webs, a possible
effect originating from the webs and supposedly impairing
the distribution or manifold function, however can be at least
partially or even almost completely compensated. In the
region of the distribution or manifold space, the webs are
preferably subject to a transforming Thus, the webs can be
displaced into the material of the outer tube approximately
radially to the outside and accordingly have a lower radial
extension. Here it is provided in particular that the webs in
the region of the distribution or manifold space are not
removed but merely transformed or displaced at least par-
tially.

For it is possible in this way to achieve a non-cutting and
largely clean working of the outer tube. In contrast with a
working of the outer tube that removes the webs, a subse-
quent cleaning of the outer tube in this case is not manda-
torily required. The unitary configuration of the outer tube
for forming a radially expanded distribution or manifold
space proves to be advantageous also before the background
of a component reduction and assembly simplification.

According to a further embodiment, the at least three
webs extend in the region of the distribution or manifold
space in a cross-sectional plane extending perpendicularly to
the tube longitudinal direction (z) at a predetermined angle
of'inclination that is greater than approximately 0° to a radial
direction (r) with respect to the center point of the inner tube.
A transforming of the webs in this case takes place in the
form of a lateral inclination, i.e., in circumferential direction
of the outer tube.

Forming webs which with respect to the radial direction
are inclined in the region of the radially expanded manifold
or distribution space can on the one hand result in the
reduction of the radial height of the webs. On the other hand,
the inclined forming of the webs can lead to an advantageous
swirling or mixing-through of the fed-in heat exchanger
medium on the part of the distribution space.

In this respect, such webs that are for example provided
in the region of a radially expanded distribution space and
are orientated inclined in circumferential as well as radial
direction can develop an effect promoting the heat exchange
between inner tube and outer tube.

According to a further embodiment, the at least three
webs extend from an inner side of the outer tube radially to
the inside and in circumferential direction (u). An at least
partial orientation of the webs in circumferential direction,
i.e. at a predetermined angle of inclination with respect to
the radial direction, is demanded at least in the region of the
radially expanded distribution or manifold space, i.e. in such
regions in which the webs are not in contact with the inner
tube. In such regions, in which the webs however subdivide
the intermediate space between inner tube and outer tube
into individual flow channels which are separated from one
another, the webs can also be orientated in radial direction
(1), for example radially to the inside and accordingly have
an angle of inclination with respect to the radial direction of
approximately 0°. However, it is also conceivable that the
webs both in the region of the radially expanded distribution
or manifold space as well as in the region of the adjoining
flow channels between inner tube and outer tube are orien-
tated at a predetermined angle of inclination with respect to
the radial direction.

In terms of production, the forming of the webs on the
inner side of the outer tube proves to be advantageous in that
the webs formed on the outer tube radially to the inside need
not be removed for example during the course of a mechani-
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cal working of the outer tube, for example for forming the
radially expanded distribution or manifold space, but are
merely subjected to a transforming in particular an inclina-
tion with respect to the radial direction.

According to a further embodiment, the webs at the outer
tube are formed unitarily. The webs for example can be
produced and formed quasi cost-neutrally during the manu-
facture of the outer tube for example during the course of an
extrusion process. A separate assembly process or a fasten-
ing of individual webs on the outer tube can thus be
advantageously omitted. According to a further embodi-
ment, the outer tube and the inner tube radially support
themselves radially to one another via the webs in the line
portion of the outer tube adjoining the distribution or mani-
fold portion.

The line portion adjoining the distribution or manifold
portion in longitudinal direction in this case acts as a heat
exchanger section of the heat exchanger. In the region of that
line portion, the inner and the outer tube support themselves
radially via the webs preferably formed on the inner side of
the outer tube. With the webs, the inner and the outer tube
can be pushed into one another and for forming the inter-
mediate space through which the heat exchanger medium is
to flow can be kept at a predetermined radial distance from
one another.

Here it is conceivable, furthermore that the geometrical
dimensions of the inner tube on the one hand and of the outer
tube provided with the webs which project radially to the
inside are designed on the other hand such that the inner tube
can be fixed in the outer tube largely frictionally joined or
non-positively joined in tube longitudinal direction. In this
regard, not only a radial fixing but also a mutual fixing of the
tubes in tube longitudinal direction can take place via the
webs provided between inner and outer tube.

According to a further embodiment, the webs in the
region of the line portions extend at an angle of inclination
of approximately 0°, approximately 5°, approximately 10°,
approximately 20°, approximately 30°, approximately 40°
or approximately 45° to the radial direction (r). Through at
least slightly inclined webs in the region of the line portion,
the joining of inner and outer tube can be simplified. Thus,
webs, which are at least slightly inclined in circumferential
direction, can provide elasticity during the joining into one
another of inner and outer tube even if it is only slight.
Furthermore, the inclination of the webs can prove to be
advantageous in the region of the line portion in terms of
production, namely in particular for forming an inclination
of the webs in the region of the adjoining distribution or
manifold space that is greater compared thereto.

In this regard, it is provided furthermore according to a
further development that the angle of inclination of the webs
in the region of the distribution or manifold space is greater
than the angle of inclination of the webs in the region of the
adjoining line portion. Such different angles of inclination
are advantageous for the respective demanded flow condi-
tions in the line portion and in the distribution or manifold
space. Through comparatively large angles of inclination of
the webs in the region of the distribution or manifold space,
a region about which a flow can circulate about the inner
tube in circumferential direction can be maximized.

Advantageously, the angle of inclination of the webs in
the region of the distribution or manifold space amounts to
approximately 45°, approximately 60°, approximately 75°
or approximately 80°. Here it is conceivable that the webs
are orientated inclined in the region of the distribution of
manifold space in circumferential direction of the outer tube.
Here it is even conceivable that the webs are inclined in the
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region of the distribution or manifold space in such a manner
that their free ends come to lie against the inner wall of the
outer tube. In such a configuration, a distribution or mani-
fold space through which heat exchanger medium can flow
can be extensively maximized while maintaining the geom-
etry of the outer tube.

According to a further embodiment, the inner tube pen-
etrates a radially tapered end portion of the outer tube in a
fluid-tight manner. The end portion of the outer tube in this
case is provided directly adjoining the distribution or mani-
fold space, on a side that is located opposite the adjoining
line portion. In the region of its for example free end portion
facing away from the line portion, the radially expanded
distribution or manifold space is designed radially tapered in
such a manner that the preferably cylindrically formed inner
tube comes to lie against the outer tube and is encased by the
outer tube in a fluid-tight manner.

Through the radially tapered configuration of the outer
tube, a fluid-tight mutual leading-through of inner tube and
outer tube can be realized. A connecting component to be
separately formed and to be separately connected to the
inner tube and to the outer tube can thus be advantageously
omitted. Through the direct leading-through of the inner
tube through the radially tapered end portion of the outer
tube the number of components for the heat exchanger in
this respect can be advantageously reduced.

According to a further embodiment, the end portion of the
outer tube including the webs provided there is connected to
the inner tube in a non-positive and/or materially joined
manner. In particular, inner tube and outer tube can be
crimped together. Alternatively as well as additionally to
this, the end portion of the outer tube and the inner tube can
be materially joined, for example welded together or sol-
dered together in the region of the mutual penetration.

According to a further embodiment, the outer tube is
formed as a high-pressure line and the inner tube has a
low-pressure line. An inflow for the intermediate space in
this case can be arranged downstream of a condenser, an
outflow of the intermediate space can be arranged upstream
of an expansion device, an inflow for the inner tube can be
arranged downstream of an evaporator and an outflow of the
inner tube can be arranged upstream of a compressor in the
refrigerant circuit of a motor vehicle air-conditioning sys-
tem.

While inflow and outflow for the inner tube can be
directly connected to corresponding components of the
motor vehicle air-conditioning system in a fluid-conducting
manner, the outflow and the inflow for the intermediate
space of the heat exchanger are each provided in the region
of the radially expanded distribution or manifold space.
Inflow and outflow in this case can approximately in radial
direction adjoin the expanded distribution or manifold por-
tion of the outer tube. Outflow and inflow for the distribution
or manifold space can in this case be connected as connect-
ing socket to the radially expanded distribution or manifold
space of the outer tube and connected therewith in a fluid-
tight manner. Here it is true in general that the low-pressure
lines are designed for the fluidic coupling of evaporator and
compressor, the high-pressure lines by contrast for the
fluidic coupling of condenser and expansion device of the
refrigerant circuit of the air-conditioning system and accord-
ingly can be connected to the mentioned components of the
air-conditioning system in a fluid-conducting manner.

The inner tube of the heat exchanger is largely subjected
to a gaseous heat exchanger medium through-flow during
the operation of the heat exchanger or during the operation
of the air-conditioning system, while the outer tube or the
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intermediate space formed by inner tube and outer tube and
subdivided by webs into individual flow channels can
largely be subjected to a compressed fluid through-flow. The
inner tube and the intermediate space between inner and
outer tube can preferably be subjected to a through-flow
according to the counterflow principle, which makes pos-
sible an improved heat exchange compared with the parallel
flow principle.

According to a further embodiment, a motor vehicle
air-conditioning system with a refrigerant circuit is finally
provided, which fluidically couples together a compressor, a
condenser, an expansion device and an evaporator for cir-
culating a heat exchanger medium. Here, the refrigerant
circuit furthermore comprises a previously described heat
exchanger, whose intermediate space is fluidically incorpo-
rated between condenser and expansion device and whose
inner tube is fluidically incorporated between evaporator and
compressor of the refrigerant circuit.

In this way, a heat exchange serving for the output and
efficiency increase of the air-conditioning system between
the low-pressure side located downstream of the evaporator
and the high-pressure side of the refrigerant circuit located
upstream of the expansion device can be provided.

In a further embodiment, a motor vehicle is finally pro-
vided with a previously described air-conditioning system or
with at least one previously described heat exchanger
formed approximately coaxially and tubular. Furthermore, a
method for producing a heat exchanger described before is
provided. The method in this case comprises the steps
providing an outer tube provided with webs radially pro-
jecting to the inside, radial expansion of a free end portion
of the outer tube in regions for forming a distribution or
manifold space, inserting the inner tube into the outer tube,
transforming of the expanded end portion directed radially
to the inside and fluid-tight connecting of the end portion to
the inner tube.

Here it is provided in particular that an end portion of the
outer tube that is provided with webs that are radially
directed to the inside is radially expanded without the webs
having to be removed for example in a cutting operation
beforehand. It is also finally provided here that the trans-
forming which is directed radially to the inside for the
fluid-tight connecting of the end portion of the outer tube to
the inner tube takes place with the webs located between
inner and outer tube, but which are then preferably inclined
towards the side and in circumferential direction. In that the
webs of the outer tube remain in the outer tube, a non-cutting
joining and production process for the heat exchanger can be
provided.

In that according to a further embodiment the webs of the
outer tube during the course of the expanding of the outer
tube are inclined in circumferential or tangential direction
and transformed accordingly, a removal of the webs from the
outer tube for example through cutting or milling can be
omitted. In this way, at least one production step, namely a
removing of the webs by cutting as well as a cleaning
procedure which is otherwise required thereafter can be
omitted. Furthermore, the entire production area can be kept
comparatively simple, neat and clean through a joining of
inner and outer tube without cutting, which ultimately
benefits the quality of the produced heat exchangers.

Finally, according to a further embodiment of the pro-
duction method, the outer tube is provided with webs that
are orientated inclined radially to the inside and to the radial
direction during the course of an extrusion process. In that
an outer tube already provided with webs that are orientated
inclined to the radial direction is already provided prior to an
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expanding of an outer tube end portion, an inclination
direction or transforming direction of the webs for the
process of expanding the outer tube can be inherently
predetermined.

Expanding at least one end portion of the outer tube can
take place, for example, by sliding the outer tube onto a
conically expanding expansion mandrel. A suitable expan-
sion tool in this case can be in the free end of the extruded
outer tube in axial or longitudinal direction. If required,
expanding can also take place with an expansion mandrel
rotating in circumferential direction, whose direction of
rotation is matched to an inclination of the webs of the outer
tube in the event such as already predetermined. In the case
of a rotating expansion tool, however, outer tubes can also
be used which in an initial state merely comprise webs
which are directed towards the inside but are not inclined.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will hereinafter be described in
conjunction with the following drawing figures, wherein like
numerals denote like elements, and:

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a motor vehicle
air-conditioning system with an internal heat exchanger;

FIG. 2 is a cross-section through an end of the heat
exchanger in longitudinal direction;

FIG. 3 is a cross-section along A-A through the heat
exchanger according to FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a cross-section along B-B through the heat
exchanger according to FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is a further cross-section along C-C through the
heat exchanger according to FIG. 2; and

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of a production method for
producing the heat exchanger.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is merely exemplary in
nature and is not intended to limit application and uses.
Furthermore, there is no intention to be bound by any theory
presented in the preceding background or summary or the
following detailed description.

The motor vehicle air-conditioning system 20 schemati-
cally shown in FIG. 1 has a refrigerant circuit 22, which
fluidically connects the individual air-conditioning system
components compressor 18, condenser 16, an expansion
device 12 as well as an evaporator 14 to one another in a
manner known per se. An internal heat exchanger 10 in this
case is arranged on the high-pressure side downstream of the
condenser 16 and upstream of the expansion device 12. On
the low-pressure side, the internal heat exchanger 10 is
provided downstream of the evaporator 14 and upstream of
the compressor 18.

A heat exchanger medium that is under a comparatively
high pressure and high temperature is super cooled posi-
tioned in front of the expansion device 12 through the heat
exchanger medium flowing in the heat exchanger 10 in
opposite direction from the evaporator 14 to the compressor
18 and which is under comparatively low pressure and low
temperature. Through this internal heat exchange in the
refrigerant circuit 22, the efficiency of the motor vehicle
air-conditioning system 20 can be improved as a whole.

The internal heat exchanger 10 provided here comprises
an approximately cylindrical outer tube 32 and an inner tube
34 arranged coaxially thereto according to the representation
according to FIG. 2 and according to the three cross-
sectional representations according to FIG. 3 to FIG. 5. The
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inner tube 34 in this case is formed as a low-pressure line
and can be incorporated in the refrigerant circuit 22 of the
air-conditioning system 20 via an inflow 26 downstream of
the evaporator 14 and via an outflow 30 upstream of the
compressor 18.

In the representation according to FIG. 2, the outer tube
32 comprises three portions adjoining one another in tube
longitudinal direction (z) and directly merging into one
another, namely a line portion 44, a distribution or manifold
portion 46 and an end portion 48. In the region of the line
portion 44 acting as heat exchange section, which is shown
in the cross section according to FIG. 3, the outer tube 32
comprises a plurality of webs 42 which project to the inside
in an approximately oblique or inclined manner to a radial
direction (r), between which individual flow channels 37 are
formed, through which heat exchange medium can flow.

An angle of the inclined webs 42 marked with reference
number 47 with respect to the radial direction in this case
amounts to approximately 0°, but preferably less than
approximately 45°. The free ends of the webs 42 directed
radially to the inside come to lie against an outer side of the
inner tube 34 and thus serve for the mutual radial supporting
of inner tube 34 and outer tube 32. Heat exchanger 10 can
be operated in particular according to the counterflow prin-
ciple. The interior space 38 of the inner tube 34 can be
subjected to the heat exchanger medium through-flow in
opposite direction to the flow channels 37 of the interme-
diate space 36 formed between inner tube 34 and outer tube.

By way of that counterflow principle, an efficient heat
exchange between the heat exchanger medium which is
subject to comparatively low pressure and comparatively
low temperature in the interior space 38 of the inner tube 34
with the heat exchanger medium flowing through the flow
channels 37 which is subject to comparatively high pressure
and high temperature is possible. In longitudinal direction
(z) adjoining the line portion 44, the outer tube 32 has a
radially expanded distribution or manifold portion 46.
Through the radial expansion, as is shown in FIG. 4 in cross
section B-B, the heat exchanger medium flowing through
the individual flow channels 37 can flow about the inner tube
34 in circumferential direction (u) in the distribution space
40 and for example be directed to an outflow 24 radially
adjoining the distribution or manifold portion 46.

At the other end and not shown in FIG. 2, a distribution
portion 46 of the outer tube 32 acting as a distribution space
(40) can be formed in a corresponding manner. A distribu-
tion portion 46 correspondingly formed on another end of
the heat exchanger 10 is preferably provided with a radially
adjoining inflow 28 penetrating the outer tube 32, via which
the heat exchanger medium flowing from the condenser 16
and which is under comparatively high pressure can be
directed into a corresponding distribution space 40 and from
there be distributed over the flow channels 37 of the line
portion 44 which are fluidically connected therewith.

As is evident from FIG. 2 as well as from a comparison
of FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, the distribution or manifold portion 46
of the outer tube 32 is formed radially expanded relative to
the adjoining line portion 44, while the inner tube 34 in those
regions adjoining one another in tube longitudinal direction
(z) has a diameter which remains largely the same. In the
region of the distribution or manifold portion 46, the webs
42" are likewise present. They continuously extend from the
line portion 44 into the distribution or manifold portion 46
of the outer tube 32.

However, the angle of inclination 45 of the inclined webs
42' in the region of the distribution or manifold portion 46
of the outer tube 32 is greater than in the region of the line
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portion 44. The greater inclination of the webs 42' relative
to the webs 42 of the line portion 44 favors the flow
conditions in the distribution or manifold space 40. Thus, the
inclined webs 42' can by all means project up to the inner
side 33 of the outer tube 32 or even come to lie against it.

FIG. 4 furthermore schematically shows the center point
35 of the inner tube 34. Through the coaxial configuration
and arrangement of inner tube 34 and outer tube 32, that
center point 35 simultaneously also forms the geometrical
center point of the outer tube 32. The greater inclination of
the webs 42' of the distribution or manifold portion 46
relative to the webs of the line portion 44 can be effected
during the course of an expansion process of an approxi-
mately free end portion of a provided outer tube 32. If, for
example, an outer tube 32 provided with webs 42 which are
radially directed to the inside but slightly inclined with
respect to the radial direction (r) is provided, both a radial
expansion and forming, in particular cold forming of the
outer tube 32 for forming a distribution or manifold portion
46 can be achieved by inserting an expanding tool into the
interior of the outer tube 32 provided with webs 42. At the
same time, the inclination of the webs 42' can be enlarged
through the radial expanding of the outer tube 32.

In the cross section according to FIG. 2 it is clearly
evident that the radial extension or the radial component of
the webs 42 in the region of the line portion 44 is greater
than the radial extension of the webs 42', which in the
adjoining distribution or manifold portion 46 are subject to
a further transforming or inclination directed in circumfer-
ential direction. In the cross section according to FIG. 5 the
radially tapered end portion 48 or connecting portion of the
outer tube 32 is finally shown in cross section. There, the
outer tube 32 is preferably crimped to the passed-through
inner tube 30, as a result of which the webs 42" located in
between can be subjected to a further forming or inclination
orientated in circumferential direction. In addition to a press
fit or a crimping of the end portions 48 of the outer tube 32
and of the inner tube 34 passed-through on the face end, the
end portion 48 of the outer tube 32 and the inner tube 34 can
be fluidically connected to one another.

Thus, the crimped end portion 48 of the outer tube 32 for
example can be soldered or welded to the inner tube 34 via
a soldered or welded joint. Similarly, the outflow 24 can
penetrate the side wall of the heat exchanger 10, thus the
distribution or manifold portion 46 of the outer tube 32 in
radial direction and accordingly be welded or soldered to the
outer tube 32 for admitting the heat exchanger medium to
the intermediate space 36.

The flow diagram according to FIG. 6 sketches once more
the possible method steps for producing the previously
described heat exchanger 10, in a first step 100 an outer tube
32 is extruded for example here or during the course of an
extrusion process inherently provided with webs 42 radially
directed to the inside. Here, the webs 42 need not already be
orientated inclined relative to the radial direction in a
starting configuration.

In a following process step 102, at least one free end of
the provided outer tube 32 is radially expanded. Here, the
webs 42 provided on the inside 33 of the outer tube 32 are
either inclined further or for the first time in circumferential
direction (u) and accordingly transformed. After that expan-
sion procedure, the inner tube 34 is introduced into the outer
tube 32 which is expanded at least in regions in a following
step 104.

Finally, in a following process step 106, a free end portion
of the outer tube 32 is radially crimped to the inside, so that
the radially expanded distribution or manifold space 40 can
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be sealed towards the outside. Finally, in the step 108, the
sealing connection of inner tube 34 and outer tube 32 has to
be formed in the region of the end portion 48 of the outer
tube 32. For example, the end portion 48 of the outer tube
32 crimped accordingly can be soldered or welded to the
inner tube 34.
Instead of a configuration of the webs 42 inclined in
circumferential direction, it is conceivable, furthermore, in
the region of the distribution or manifold space 40 that
although the webs 42 are orientated in radial direction (r),
they nevertheless have a radial extension which compared
with the adjoining line portion 44 is small.
While at least one exemplary embodiment has been
presented in the foregoing detailed description, it should be
appreciated that a vast number of variations exist. It should
also be appreciated that the exemplary embodiment or
exemplary embodiments are only examples, and are not
intended to limit the scope, applicability, or configuration of
the invention in any way. Rather, the foregoing detailed
description will provide those skilled in the art with a
convenient road map for implementing an exemplary
embodiment, it being understood that various changes may
be made in the function and arrangement of elements
described in an exemplary embodiment without departing
from the scope of the invention as set forth in the appended
claims and their legal equivalents.
What is claimed is:
1. A heat exchanger for a motor vehicle air-conditioning
system, comprising:
an inner tube; and
an outer tube that at least in regions encloses the inner
tube in a region of a line portion subject to forming an
intermediate space in a tube longitudinal direction
through which a heat exchanger medium can flow,

wherein the intermediate space at least in portions is
subdivided into at least three flow channels with at least
three webs running in the tube longitudinal direction,
which open into a space formed through radial expan-
sion of the outer tube, in which the at least three webs
compared with the line portion have a smaller exten-
sion in radial direction, and

wherein the webs in the space extend from the outer tube,

in a cross-sectional plane that extends substantially
perpendicularly to the tube longitudinal direction, at a
predetermined angle of inclination, which is taken with
respect to a radial axis that is perpendicular to the
longitudinal direction, that is greater than approxi-
mately 0° with respect a radius through a center point
of the inner tube.

2. The heat exchanger according to claim 1, wherein the
at least three webs extend from an inner side of the outer
tube radially to the inside and in a circumferential direction.

3. The heat exchanger according to claim 1, wherein the
webs and the outer tube are formed unitarily.

4. The heat exchanger according to claim 1, wherein the
outer tube and the inner tube radially support themselves via
the at least three webs in the line portion of the outer tube
adjoining the space portion.

5. The heat exchanger according to claim 1, wherein the
at least three webs in the region of the line portion extend
from the outer tube at an angle of inclination of approxi-
mately 0° with respect the radius through the center point of
the inner tube.

6. The heat exchanger according to claim 5, wherein the
angle of inclination of the at least three webs in the region
of the space portion is greater than the angle of inclination
of the at least three webs in the region of the line portion.



US 9,446,486 B2

11

7. The heat exchanger according to claim 1, wherein the
inner tube penetrates a radially tapered end portion of the
outer tube in a fluid-tight manner.

8. The heat exchanger according to claim 7, wherein the
radially tapered end portion end portion of the outer tube
including the at least three webs is connected to the inner
tube by way of a non-positively joined manner.

9. The heat exchanger according to claim 1, wherein the
outer tube is formed as a high-pressure line and the inner
tube is formed as a low-pressure line,

wherein an inflow for the intermediate space is arranged

downstream of a condenser,

wherein an outflow of the intermediate space is arranged

upstream of an expansion device,

wherein an inflow for the inner tube is arranged down-

stream of an evaporator, and

wherein an outflow of the inner tube is arranged upstream

of a compressor in a refrigerant circuit of a motor
vehicle air-conditioning system.
10. A motor vehicle air-conditioning system, comprising:
a refrigerant circuit that fluidically couples at least one
compressor, a condenser, an expansion device, and an
evaporator that are configured to circulate a heat
exchanger medium to one another and which further-
more comprises a heat exchanger, the heat exchanger
comprising:
an inner tube; and
an outer tube that at least in regions encloses the inner
tube in a region of a line portion subject to forming an
intermediate space in a tube longitudinal direction
through which a heat exchanger medium can flow,

wherein the intermediate space at least in portions is
subdivided into at least three flow channels with at least
three webs running in the tube longitudinal direction,
which open into a space formed through radial expan-
sion of the outer tube, in which the at least three webs
compared with the line portion have a smaller exten-
sion in radial direction, and

wherein the webs in the space extend from the outer tube,

in a cross-sectional plane that extends substantially
perpendicularly to the tube longitudinal direction, at a
predetermined angle of inclination, which is taken with
respect to a radial axis that is perpendicular to the
longitudinal direction, that is greater than approxi-
mately 0° with respect a radius through a center point
of the inner tube.

11. A method for producing a heat exchanger, comprising:

providing an outer tube provided with at least three webs

that radially project to at a predetermined angle of
inclination, which is taken with respect to a radial axis
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that is perpendicular to the longitudinal direction, that
is greater than approximately 0° with respect a radius
through a center point of the outer tube;

radial expanding in regions of at least one end portion of
the outer tube for forming a space;

inserting the inner tube into the outer tube;

transforming of the free end of the expanded end portion
of the outer tube radially directed to the inside; and

fluid-tight joining of the radially tapered end portion end
portion, which is radially transformed to the inside, to
the inner tube.

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the at least
three webs of the outer tube during an expanding of the outer
tube are inclined in a circumferential direction.

13. The method according to claim 11, wherein the outer
tube during an extrusion process is provided with the at least
three webs that are orientated radially to the inside and
inclined with respect to the radial direction.

14. The motor vehicle air-conditioning system according
to claim 10, wherein the webs in the space extend in a
cross-sectional plane that extends substantially perpendicu-
larly to the tube longitudinal direction at a predetermined
angle of inclination that is greater than approximately 0°
with respect to a radial direction with respect to a center
point of the inner tube.

15. The motor vehicle air-conditioning system according
to claim 10, wherein the at least three webs extend from an
inner side of the outer tube radially to the inside and in a
circumferential direction.

16. The motor vehicle air-conditioning system according
to claim 10, wherein the webs and the outer tube are formed
unitarily.

17. The motor vehicle air-conditioning system according
to claim 10, wherein the outer tube and the inner tube
radially support themselves via the at least three webs in the
line portion of the outer tube adjoining the space portion.

18. The motor vehicle air-conditioning system according
to claim 10, wherein the at least three webs in the region of
the line portion extend from the outer tube at an angle of
inclination of approximately 0° with respect the radius
through the center point of the inner tube.

19. The motor vehicle air-conditioning system according
to claim 10, wherein the angle of inclination of the at least
three webs in the region of the space portion is greater than
the angle of inclination of the at least three webs in the
region of the line portion.
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